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Developing strong number skills in primary school is essential for 
building a foundation in mathematics, logical thinking, and everyday 

numeracy. 

Basic number skills are crucial for problem-solving, financial literacy, 
and navigating daily life. 





When do we use maths in real life?



When do we use maths in real life?



What do we mean by ‘basic skills’ in maths?

Developing children’s ability to have a secure understanding of 
strategies and calculations allowing them to work accurately and 

confidently.

We need to be clear about the skills and strategies children are expected 
to acquire in order to move their learning on.



Important note:

Every child grows and develops at their own pace, and so their developmental 

journey is unique. While most children follow a similar process of development 

from birth to adulthood, some master certain skills earlier than others and 

some take longer or need a bit more help and direction.

All progress should be celebrated!









How do we achieve this?

● When you ask a child how they know the answer, they may well say 

‘Because I know it!’ or ‘I just do!’

● Mental recall and strategies don’t just happen - we need to put 

the building blocks in place through PRACTICAL EXPERIENCES.

● To teach children effectively, we need to provide them with a rich 

and varied diet of practical activities that allow them to become 

confident and proficient when working in maths.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4IcEZiZejw










If I know that 9+1= 10
Then I know that 90+10=100

If I know that 7+3= 10
Then I know that 70+30=100



Place value - What is 24? Is it 2 + 4? 

20       +         4





Addition 

How does addition differ as a child progresses in 
their skills and knowledge and throughout the 
school?

● Visuals - combining groups of objects
● Fingers 
● Numicon 
● Number lines 
● Hundred square 
● Place value cards 
● Dienes blocks 
● Doubles/near doubles 
● Bigger number in head and counting on 
● Partitioning and expanded 
● Compact column addition 



Subtraction 

How does addition differ as a child progresses in 
their skills and knowledge and throughout the 
school?

● Visuals - groups of objects
● Fingers 
● Number lines 
● Hundred square 
● Place value cards 
● Bigger number in head and counting back 
● Partitioning and expanded 
● Compact column subtraction 



Multiplication 
How does multiplication differ as a child 
progresses in their skills and knowledge and 
throughout the school?

● Groups of/lots of - using groups of objects 
to count

● Counting in 2s/10s etc (counting stick) 
(toblerone) 

● Repeated addition 
● Arrays 
● Grid method 
● TT Rockstars 
● Column multiplication - expanded and 

compact 



Division 

How does division differ as a child progresses 
in their skills and knowledge and throughout the 
school?

● Sharing - within play/ groups of objects
● Halves
● Cookie method
● Number line 
● Chunking  
● Bus stop - long and short 



Let’s explore some 
resources!


